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Saving a Life dropped to the floor, where he scrambled in panic under a giant 299

“Todd is going to be fine,” said the doctor to Todd’s mother 12 bed. 300

in the television program. “He lost a lot of blood in the accident 25 When the boy awoke from his terrible and disturbing dream, 310
but the donated blood saved his life.”” As Yoko watched the 36 he considered his experience and decided he had a new attitude 321
program, she became curious about blood donation. Then she 45 toward insects. He saw that they meant no harm, except when 332
realized that she could put her curiosity to work by using the 57 they were threatened. From that time forward, when the boy 342
topic for a school research report. 63 found a bug in the house, he gently coaxed it into a jar and 356
She began by listing questions about the topic. The next day, 74 emptied the jar respectfully in the woods. 363
she called the local blood donation center and spoke to a 85 Moral: Before judging others, try putting yourself in their 372
volunteer named Hal, who explained that to be a donor, a person 97 shoes. 373

must be at least seventeen years old, weigh one hundred and ten 109
pounds or more, and be healthy. 115 Total words: _~ —errors: = words correct:

“First, you fill out a form about your health history to see if 128
it’s safe for you to donate blood,” Hal said. “Next, we check 140
your blood pressure, pulse, temperature, and red blood cell count 150
to make sure you’re healthy. If you’re a suitable donor, you lie in 163

a comfortable seat while we insert a needle and draw out a pint 176

of blood. You’ll feel a slight pinch from the needle.” 186

He told Yoko that drawing out the blood takes about ten 197
minutes and that most people feel fine afterwards. “The body 207
replaces the lost fluids within a day,” he said. 216

Yoko learned from Hal that the blood is tested to determine 227
the donor’s blood type and to ensure its safety. Then it’s 238
separated into red cells, platelets, and plasma. Hal explained that 248
these different parts serve different functions. “When we split the 2538
components into three parts, you have the chance to save three 269
lives,” he said. “Then we store the components at an appropriate 280

temperature until they’re needed.” 284
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Saving a Life

“Todd is going to be fine,” said the doctor to Todd’s mother
in the television program. “He lost a lot of blood in the accident
but the donated blood saved his life.” As Yoko watched the
program, she became curious about blood donation. Then she
realized that she could put her curiosity to work by using the
topic for a school research report.

She began by listing questions about the topic. The next day,
she called the local blood donation center and spoke to a
volunteer named Hal, who explained that to be a donor, a person
must be at least seventeen years old, weigh one hundred and ten
pounds or more, and be healthy.

“First, you fill out a form about your health history to see if
it’s safe for you to donate blood,” Hal said. “Next, we check
your blood pressure, pulse, temperature, and red blood cell count
to make sure you’re healthy. If you’re a suitable donor, you lie in
a comfortable seat while we insert a needle and draw out a pint
of blood. You’ll feel a slight pinch from the needle.”

He told Yoko that drawing out the blood takes about ten
minutes and that most people feel fine afterwards. “The body
replaces the lost fluids within a day,” he said.

Yoko learned from Hal that the blood is tested to determine
the donor’s blood type and to ensure its safety. Then it’s
separated into red cells, platelets, and plasma. Hal explained that
these different parts serve different functions. “When we split the
‘components into three parts, you have the chance to save three
lives,” he said. “Then we store the components at an appropriate
temperature until they’re needed.”
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“Every two seconds, someone in this country needs blood,”
Hal added. “Blood donations help people treated for accidents,
surgeries, and serious diseases.”

After Yoko shared the information with her parents, they
both donated blood. Yoko’s teacher also donated blood when she
read Yoko’s report. Yoko was not yet old enough to be a donor.
But, in a way, her curiosity about blood donation was on its way
to saving lives.
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