Progress Monitoring Probe 5

The Coolest Game

Any game that’s played on a frozen surface is bound to be
cool, but hockey is cool in the other sense of the word. It’s an
exciting game played at lightning speed by two teams that
consist of six players each. A team wins a hockey game by
scoring more goals than its opponents.

The players use wooden sticks that curve at the bottom to
move a rubber disk called a puck across the ice and into a net to
score a goal. One player on each team serves as m;mom:m and is
responsible for protecting the team’s goal. Players wear padded
uniforms and helmets, mouth guards, and ice skates with blades
specially made for the sport.

In hockey, the action never stops. Referees and other
officials monitor the action, while players keep the game moving
and try to avoid penalties. A hockey rink is marked with red and
blue lines and circles that show different playing zones.

No one knows for certain exactly how hockey originated, but
the game most likely developed as a version of “stick and ball”
games played on land in Europe for hundreds of years. British
soldiers in eastern Canada first began playing ice hockey in the
middle of the nineteenth century. By the end of the century,
women had begun playing the sport, too.

Hockey rules, mainly based on the game of rugby, were
written in the latter part of the nineteenth century. The rubber
ball originally used in the game evolved into a block of wood
and later into a hard rubber disk known as a puck.

Interest in the game of hockey spread quickly. With the
invention of the first indoor rink of artificial ice, the sport caught
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The Coolest Game (Continued)
on in the United States. Early in the twentieth century,
professional teams and leagues were formed.

Today there are professional teams all over the United States
and the world. More people are playing and watching hockey
than ever before. It’s fast, colorful, and thrilling. In other words,
hockey is one of the coolest sports around!
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The Coolest Game

Any game that’s played on a frozen surface is bound to be
cool, but hockey is cool in the other sense of the word. It’s an
exciting game played at lightning speed by two teams that
consist of six players each. A team wins a hockey game by
scoring more goals than its opponents.

The players use wooden sticks that curve at the bottom to
move a rubber disk called a puck across the ice and into a net to
score a goal. One player on each team serves as a goalie and is
responsible for protecting the team’s goal. Players wear padded
uniforms and helmets, mouth guards, and ice skates with blades
specially made for the sport.

In hockey, the action never stops. Referees and other
officials monitor the action, while players keep the game moving
and try to avoid penalties. A hockey rink is marked with red and
blue lines and circles that show different playing zones.

No one knows for certain exactly how hockey originated, but
the game most likely developed as a version of “stick and ball”
games played on land in Europe for hundreds of years. British
soldiers in eastern Canada first began playing ice hockey in the
middle of the nineteenth century. By the end of the century,
women had begun playing the sport, too.

Hockey rules, mainly based on the game of rugby, were
written in the latter part of the nineteenth century. The rubber
ball originally used in the game evolved into a block of wood
and later into a hard rubber disk known as a puck.

Interest in the game of hockey spread quickly. With the
invention of the first indoor rink of artificial ice, the sport caught
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on in the United States. Early in the twentieth century,
professional teams and leagues were formed.

Today there are professional teams all over the United States
and the world. More people are playing and watching hockey
than ever before. It’s fast, colorful, and thrilling. In other words,
hockey is one of the coolest sports around!
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