Progress Monitoring Probe 16

Angel Falls

Angel Falls is the highest waterfall on earth. It lies in the 12
heart of Venezuela, a country in South America. Starting from 22
atop Devil’s Mountain, it drops more than three thousand feet 32
into Devil’s Canyon. That makes Angel Falls nineteen times 41
higher than Niagara Falls! 45

Flat-topped mountains surround the falls. These “table 53
mountains” with their flat, steep sides add to the drama of the 65
landscape. Water falls freely from cliffs and reaches the bottom 75
of the valley as a fine spray. The mist then runs into a small 89
creek, which eventually grows into a river. 96

Angel Falls was not named for heavenly, winged creatures. 105
Rather, it is named for an American pilot and adventurer, Jimmie 116
Angel. Jimmie Angel thought that the area around the falls 126
contained a lost river where gold could be found. Over sixty 137
years ago he took his small plane to search for the gold. He 150
landed on top of a mountain near the river he hoped to explore. 163
As luck would have it, his plane got stuck in a boggy marsh. 176
Angel could not take off again. As he scouted around the area, 188
the pilot heard a loud, roaring sound. Moving toward the noise, 199
he came upon the amazing sight of the falls. Angel had to hike 212
for days through the jungle to get back to his camp. When he 225
finally arrived, he told others about the falls. Word spread, and 236
soon people from all over wanted to see this wonder for 247
themselves. 248

Many visitors have been drawn to the challenges and beauty 258
of this land. It takes some determination simply to see Angel 269
Falls, though. There is no way to reach the falls by road, so 282
people must fly into the area. Planes usually land at a village 294
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Angel Falls (Continued)

about thirty miles from the falls. Then the visitors take a small

plane or a boat to see this amazing natural wonder.

Getting to Angel Falls is not an easy task, but people who go

there agree the experience is well worth the effort.
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Angel Falls

Angel Falls is the highest waterfall on earth. It lies in the
heart of Venezuela, a country in South America. Starting from
atop Devil’s Mountain, it drops more than three thousand feet
into Devil’s Canyon. That makes Angel Falls nineteen times
higher than Niagara Falls!

Flat-topped mountains surround the falls. These “table
mountains” with their flat, steep sides add to the drama of the
landscape. Water falls freely from cliffs and reaches the bottom
of the valley as a fine spray. The mist then runs into a small
creek, which eventually grows into a river.

Angel Falls was not named for heavenly, winged creatures.
Rather, it is named for an American pilot and adventurer, Jimmie
Angel. Jimmie Angel thought that the area around the falls
contained a lost river where gold could be found. Over sixty
years ago he took his small plane to search for the gold. He
landed on top of a mountain near the river he hoped to explore.
As luck would have it, his plane got stuck in a boggy marsh.
Angel could not take off again. As he scouted around the area,
the pilot heard a loud, roaring sound. Moving toward the noise,
he came upon the amazing sight of the falls. Angel had to hike
for days through the jungle to get back to his camp. When he
finally arrived, he told others about the falls. Word spread, and
soon people from all over wanted to see this wonder for
themselves.

Many visitors have been drawn to the challenges and beauty
of this land. It takes some determination simply to see Angel
Falls, though. There is no way to reach the falls by road, so
people must fly into the area. Planes usually land at a village
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about thirty miles from the falls. Then the visitors take a small
plane or a boat to see this amazing natural wonder.

Getting to Angel Falls is not an easy task, but people who go
there agree the experience is well worth the effort.
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